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they possed along. This heightened my wonder; and [ was now more
-suaded than ever that I was in another world, and that every thing about

, was magic. At last we came in sight of the istand of Barbadocs, at which

, whites on board gave a great shout, and made many sigus of joy to us.

s did not know what to think of this; but as the vessel drew nearer, We
uinly saw the harbour, and other ships of different kinds and sizes; and

s soon anchored amongst them ofl DBridge-Town. Many merchants and
anters now came on board, though it was in the evening. They put us in
parate parcels, and examined us attentively. They also made us jump, and
inted to the land, signifying we were to go there. We thought by this we
ould be eaten by these ugly men, as they appeared to us; and, when soon
ter we were all put down ander the deck again, there was much dread
d trembling among us, and nothing but bilter cries to be heard all the
ght from these apprehensions, insomuch that at last the white people got
e old slaves from the land to pacify us. They told us we were not to be
iten, but to work, and were soon to go on land, where we should sce many

" our country people. This report eased us much; and sure cnough, soon
‘ter we landed, there came to us Africans of all languages. We were con-
ucted immediately to the merchant’s yard, where we were all pent up to-
sther like so many sheep in a fold, without regard to sex or age. As every
bject was new to me, cvery thing I saw filled me with surprise. What struck
\ first was that the houses were built with bricks and stories, and in every
ther respect different from those I had scen in Africa: but [ was still more
stonished on secing people on horsehack. I did not know what this could
1ean; and indeed 1 thought these people were full of nothing but magical
rts. While I was in this astonishment one of my fellow prisoners spoke to
. countryman of his about the horses, who said they were the same kind
hey had in their country. 1 understood them, though they were from a dis-
ant part of Africa, and I thought it odd T had not secn any horses there;
ut afterwards when | came to converse with different Africans, 1 found
they had many horses amongst them, and much larger than those 1 then
saw. We were not many days in the merchant’s custedy before we were
wold after their usual manner, whicl: is this:—On a signal given, {as the beat
of a drum) the buyers rush at once into the yard where the slaves are con-
fined, and make choice of that ?:.n& they like hest. The noise and clamour
with which this is attended, and the eagerness visible in the countenances
of the buyers, serve not a litle to increase the apprehension of terrified
Africans, who may well be supposed to consider them as the ministers of
that destruction to which they think themselves devoted. In this manner,
without scruple, are relations and friends moquﬁoz_ most of them never o
see cach other again. I remember in the vessel in which 1 was brought over,
in the men's apartment, there were several brothers, wha, in the sale were
sold in diff t lots; and it was very maving on this occasion 1o s€¢ and
hear their cizcs at parting. 0, ye nominal Christians! might not an Alfrican

g g

.. N

ask you, learned you this from your God, wha says unto you, Do unto all
men as you would men should do unto you? Is it not enough that we are
torn from our country and friends, to toil for your luxury and lust of gain?
Must cvery lender feeling be likewise sacrificed lo your avarice? Arc the
dearest friends and relations, now rendered more dear by their separation
from their kindred, still to he parted from cach ollicr, and thus ?.G.,c_zca
from cheering the gloom of slavery with the small comfort of being together,
and mingling their sufferings and sorrows? Why are parents to lose their
children, brothers their sisters, or husbands their wives? Surely this is a new
refinement in cruelty, which, while it has no advantage to atone for it, thus
m_mmquéﬁom distress, and adds fresh horrors cven to the wretchedness of
slavery.

INTERPRETING THE DOCUMENTS

1. How does Equiano’s reaction to the white slave traders illustrate the rela-
tivity of beauty?

9 What does this selection indicate about the state of African technology
in the eighteenth century? What were the “magical powers” that Equiano
observed in the white men?



